For parents: Supporting your teen’s
journey with NIEC

A growing and stable career path

Singapore's early childhood workforce has grown steadily over the past decade - from around
18,000 educators in 2018 to over 25,000 in 2025 and it will grow by another 3,500 educators by
2030 to meet sector needs. This reflects the rising demand for quality preschool care and
education in our community.

Clear progression and professional development
Early childhood education offers meaningful work with real impact, and it is part of a growing and
professionally supported workforce. Your teen can benefit from:

e Clear career pathways
¢ Ongoing professional development
e Training opportunities to build confidence and skills

How NIEC supports your teen
At NIEC, we provide:

. & A

Recognised
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hands-on exposure
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links to support

career growth E

Breaking down the NIEC experience

As an NIEC student, you’ll enjoy a unique dual identity—being part of both NIEC and your chosen
Institute of Higher Learning (IHL). This means gaining the best of both worlds, including:

e Supportive student services
e Various campus facilities
e Vast variety of CCAs to participate in

e Opportunities to travel the world to broaden your perspective

Let’s hear from our students on how the NIEC experience prepared them to be a Reflective
Practitioner, a Relationship Builder and a Resilient Learner!

IT P’ve had the privilege of learning from supportive and dedicated lecturers
who guided me in finding my footing in the early childhood sector. The
modules and practicum experiences helped me understand the

importance of building meaningful relationships with young children. I'f -
Ashton Ho, Dip/loma in Early Childhood Development & Education (ECDE) Class of 2025 (ﬂ

I'T My love for the Tamil language and motivation to nurture children who

embrace the Tamil culture and values inspired me to join early childhood
education. The theoretical knowledge acquired at NIEC helped me greatly
in implementing effective classroom management strategies. During my
internship, I’ve used it as a guide to tailor my approach to meet the
unique needs of every child. I'r

Arun Jude Lopez, Diploma in Tamil Studies with Early Education (TSE) Class of 2024

T At NIEC (ITE), the hands-on lessons and supportive lecturers helped me

apply what | learned in real preschool settings. My internship working with
children from diverse backgrounds and learning needs challenged me to

think more deeply about inclusive teaching and classroom strategies. I'l
Nur Anndrea Aisyah Binte Dinzali, Higher Nitec in Early Childhood Education Class of 2025
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About NIEC

The National Institute of Early Childhood
Development (NIEC) is Singapore’s national training
institute established by the Ministry of Education as
part of the government’s efforts to uplift the sector.
NIEC serves as the Home for All Early Childhood
Educators by offering a range of training to support
both aspiring and in-service educators at every stage
of their careers. NIEC's training equips educators with
the knowledge, skills, and confidence to nurture,
inspire, educate, and care for every child.

Have question? Get in touch:
Email: contact_niec@niec.edu.sg
Or visit our website at www.niec.edu.sg
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It takes a big heart
to shape little minds

The Ultimate Guide to Early Childhood Education
for O/N(A) and Higher Nitec Graduates

For post-secondary students



Why become an
early childhood educator?

Make a real difference

Early childhood educators are in the privileged position of being a child’s first teachers
during a crucial period of rapid brain growth. By nurturing, inspiring, educating and
caring for young minds, you can help them build a strong foundation for lifelong
learning.

Diverse career opportunities & progression

There is a wide variety of career pathways in the early childhood space! Beyond
teaching in a classroom, you can progress into leadership, curriculum development,
early intervention roles and more.

Competitive starting salary

Preschool Educator

**Full-time preschool educators who graduate from NIEC’s pre-employment
diploma programmes can expect a starting salary of $3,200.

2025 Indicative Basic
Monthly Salaries*
Early Years Educator

Beginning Preschool Educator
Beginning Early Years Educator

From $3,000 - $5,110

* The above are based on salaries reported by government-funded operators in 2025. These salaries are of early childhood educators
who have worked for at least a full year under these operators.

** This is according to the survey respondents in full-time permanent employment at the point of data collection for the 2025
Polytechnic Graduate Employment Survey (GES). Results may not reflect outcomes of all graduates.

How can you become an
early childhood educator?

Our courses
All our full-time post-secondary courses are offered in collaboration with the Institute of Technical
Education (ITE) at College Central, Ngee Ann Polytechnic (NP) & Temasek Polytechnic (TP).

Regardless of the campus you're enrolled in, you will receive the same core early childhood
training. Visit bit.ly/niecpostsec-courses for more information on the modules you’ll be learning.

Higher Nitec in Early Childhood Education For Nitec/O-Level students

Gain knowledge and practical skills needed NIEC (ITE) Eligible to teach Pre-Nursery,
to support young children’s learning and Nursery and assist at K1 and K2.
development.

Diploma in Early Childhood Development & Education For O/N(A)-Level and
Higher Nitec students

Build your foundation in early childhood by NIEC (NP) Eligible to teach Pre-Nursery,
learning about child development, early NIEC (TP) Nursery, K1 and K2.**
childhood care and education for infants
and young children. You will also have
opportunities for cross-campus learning
through specific electives!

In your final year, you can deepen your
skills with specialisations.

L XD « Early Intervention Track
e Mother Tongue Language
(Chinese or Tamil) Tracks

A | e X@und®  Visual Arts Track
e Mother Tongue Language
(Malay) Track

Diploma in Tamil Studies with Early Education For O/N(A)-Level and Higher
Nitec students

Explore Tamil history, literature, and culture NIEC (NP) Eligible to teach both Tamil
while developing skills in curriculum Language & English Language to
planning, classroom management, and Pre-Nursery, Nursery, K1 & K2.**
supporting children’s holistic development.

* To be granted L1 certification to teach up to Nursery levels by ECDA, new teachers must have a minimum C6 grade for GCE O-Level English
Language (EL1) or obtain a minimum band of 5.5 in IELTS (Academic) or other English Language Acceptable Alternatives (ELAA).

** To be certified by ECDA to teach Kindergarten levels (K1 and K2), graduates must have a minimum of a B4 grade in GCE O-Level English as a
First Language (ELT) or an equivalent qualification. Students without a B4 in GCE O-Level English Language (EL1) will receive conditional
certification to teach Kindergarten levels for two years. They must achieve a B4 in EL1 or an English Language Acceptable Alternative (ELAA)
(e.g., IELTS 6.5) within this period, or they will be certified to teach only up to Nursery levels after the two-year conditional certification.

Ways to apply
You can apply for our courses through various
admission exercises, according to your qualifications:

* Early Admissions Exercise (EAE)

* Joint Admissions Exercise (JAE)

» Joint Polytechnic Admissions Exercise (JPAE)
* Polytechnic Foundation Programme (PFP)

Visit bit.ly/niecpostsec-admissions to find out about
the minimum entry requirements and admissions to
our courses.

Upon graduation

All our full-time post-secondary courses are
recognised by the Early Childhood Development
Agency (ECDA) for registration to practise as an early
childhood educator in Singapore.

Your journey doesn’t stop at being an educator. With
a NIEC diploma, you can:

*  Apply for full-time degree programmes by
Autonomous Universities or overseas universities.

* Deepen your expertise with NIEC’s Specialised
Certificates, Continuing Professional Development,
and Post-Diplomas courses.

Visit bit.ly/niecfurtherstudies for more information.

How to get course
sponsorship, monthly
allowance and more!

The ECDA Training Awards are
offered to students of NIEC's
diploma courses. Recipients
enjoy perks like course
sponsorship, grants for
study-related expenses and
professional development and
networking opportunities.

Visit bit.ly/ecdatrainingawards
for more information.




